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Community meeting at 6.30 on Thurs 14th October in Duncan’s shed

Public Toilets

They have now been installed and the sheds are due to be erected any time now. We are working on information displays about Kerrera to put on notice boards on the sheds and will be grateful for any ideas and contributions.
Road
We were knocked back in our SRDP application due to the Rural Priorities rules changing the day after we submitted our application.

We are exploring different options for progressing this project including a different approach through SRDP Rural Priorities and are undertaking a risk mapping exercise to explore all possible ramifications of having a track so that we do not have unexpected outcomes.

I contacted the Royal Engineers to see whether they would consider building the road as a training project and the response was one of interest. This is a slow process and we have not heard anything recently. If we find a way to get the road built before we hear positive news, we have other road projects to offer!!!

The Gigha Visit
Heather, Karen, Donald, Pete and Louise undertook a very interesting and informative visit to the Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust. We received a very warm welcome, saw and heard about their turbines, learned about their community ownership, housing and other issues and have been offered ongoing support. There is a separate full report on this visit. We received funding from DTA Scotland to make this possible.
Ferry review

In the current economic climate… this is ongoing and we await reports and results without any great optimism but with lots of hope!

Turbines

We are delighted that Felix Wight (Community Energy Scotland) has managed to get a scoping response from the council planning department. This outlines what reports are needed to accompany the planning application. Felix has also commissioned a grid connection study that we hope will be in our hands this autumn.
The new BIG project
We are in the processing of bringing together the community centre, road, landing stages and breakwater improvements into one big project. We have submitted a stage 1 application to BIG (Big Lottery Fund) for most of the cost. They will fund up to 100% of projects up to a maximum of £1 million. We will not be asking for that much and have built the value of the land and stone contributions into the budget as match funding.

We are looking at creating a much simpler village hall building that will house all the activities that might go on in the community centre. It will have a main hall, meeting room, kitchen, toilets, storage and a ferry office/waiting room. It will be designed to allow free access to the waiting area and toilets without the rest of the building being open. We have quotes from a company that make this sort of building off site and assemble them over a couple of weeks so that the disruption and cost of construction is kept to a minimum
The road is included as an essential access track to allow the whole community to use the community centre, landing stages and public ferry.

The landing stages and breakwater are included as essential for community safety and independent access to work, leisure and health opportunities.
The whole project is concerned with community regeneration, safety and access to opportunity.
Busy days indeed!

